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JOHN WAYNE AND SIBELIUS
or

THE TR AIN HAS R AIN IN IT

— A R igmarole —
in seven  

or possibly eleven parts  
with readings from

Marilynne Robinson
William Ma xwell

William Strunk, Jr.
The Guardian newspaper

and
The Shorter Oxford Dictionary

(some singing )



A L L A N  A H L B E RG  gave the 2016 Pearce lecture on September 1st in the Mary 

Allan Building, Homerton College, Cambridge. This document is a reproduction of 

Allan’s typed and annotated lecture notes from the event, along with a sprinkling of the 

cuttings, letters and drawing which inspired and illustrated this extraordinary lecture. 

It is hard to think of any other living author whose work has made such a contribution to 

the cultural life of young children. He is the one who finds the stories behind the nursery 

rhymes and puts the rhymes into fairy stories. The cataloger of babyhood and the bard 

of the classroom, Allan Ahlberg has been a gentle presence in young lives for over five 

decades. But as the mind behind Burglar Bill, Allan is also the master of mischief. And so 

his Pearce lecture proved him to be. By turns, funny, poignant and thought-provoking, 

Allan never let the audience settle into simply being lectured. From his seat by the 

sunf lowers, he led us through a series of vignettes, snapshots, meditations.
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T H E  PH I L I P PA  P E A RC E  L E C T U R E  is an annual event that celebrates excellence 

in literature for children. It provides a platform for the very best children’s authors, poets 

and illustrators to reflect on their art. Always thought-provoking, the lectures have tackled 

such topics as the significance of time, the place of fear, and what poetry is for.

The lectures were established in 2007 by the family, friends and colleagues of the highly 

distinguished children’s author, Philippa Pearce. They attract a regular and wide-ranging 

audience of academics, writers, publishers and lovers of children’s literature. A video 

recording is always made available.

“She was one of the very finest writers British children’s literature has ever had, and everything she 
wrote has a touch of the particular vision and understanding of human nature that was hers alone.” 

Philip Pullman

The Philippa Pearce Lectures are held in association with Homerton College, Cambridge.


